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RAHS Meetings
Meetings are on the first Wednesday of every month at 7 PM. There
are no meetings in July and December. We are now meeting at the
Robert Trail Library, 14395 S Robert Trail, Rosemount, MN.

Contact Email: rosemounthistory@charter.net

We would greatly appreciate feedback to help me
improve the newsletter. Send your comments to
rosemounthistory@charter.net.

Gopher Ordinance Works Video Available Online
A History of the Gopher Ordinance Works (GOW) is now
available online. Go to rosemountmnhistory.org and click
on the image with the heading “What are these walls in
Rosemount.” It is a short 30 minute video.

Jefferson Highway
One day, while driving into Rosemount, | was detoured due
to the construction of the new Rosemount roundabout at S.
Robert Trail and 142nd St. It was then that the Jefferson
Highway popped into my head, triggering the writing of this
RAHS Newsletter feature article.

The Jefferson Highway (Pine Street) heading north throgh
Rosemount circa 1926

The Jefferson Highway was a significant early auto trail that
stretched from New Orleans, Louisiana, to Winnipeg,
Manitoba. It was part of the "Good Roads" movement in the
1910s, aiming to connect cities and towns through a network of
improved roads. The highway was named after President
Thomas Jefferson, and it was a north-south counterpart to the
east-west Lincoln Highway. The Jefferson Highway was

conceived at a 1915 meeting in New Orleans by the Jefferson
Highway Association, a private organization, promoting long-
distance auto travel and improved road conditions. The
highway was mapped using a series of existing roads.

From the north, the highway came through Minneapolis and
crossed the Mississippi River on Hennepin Avenue to
University Avenue, then via University Avenue and Snelling
Avenue. Summit Ave, John Ireland Blvd, and it went to the
Minnesota State Capitol. From the State Capital, it was routed
to Smith Avenue North, where it crossed the Mississippi River
on Smith Avenue High Bridge. The Smith High Bridge was
opened in 1889, when only one bridge in the United States
surpassed it in height and length. The highway followed Smith
Ave to Dodd Road. From Dodd Road, it went into Rosemount,
where it went on Pine Street, which is now S. Robert Trail.
Until 1926, the route drivers had to go on Chippendale to get to
Farmington. A train viaduct was built in 1926, and drivers no
longer had to go to Chippendale.

There is a Google map with an overlay of the old Jefferson
Highway that tourists can use to follow the old Jefferson
Highway route on today’s roads, but it has some variations,
because the old roads don't all exist or have been rerouted.
For example, Dodd Road no longer crosses 120th St., so it
routes drivers via Red Pine to Highway 3 and then routes them
back to Dodd Road via 120th St.

Jefferson Highway Relays were part of the early 20th-
century Good Roads Movement. These "sociability runs" were
organized events where single cars or groups of cars would
travel sections of the highway, promoting the route and
encouraging tourism and economic activity in the towns along
the way. There were some relay runs through Rosemount. The
relay would be divided into segments, with each segment
driven by a different team or individual. At the end of each
segment, a designated handover point was established, often
a town or landmark, where the traveling gavel or baton would
be passed to the team doing the next segment run.

Jefferson Lines, originally known as Jefferson Highway
Transportation Company, is a bus company with a rich history
in Minnesota, founded in 1919. It was named after the
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Jefferson Highway and has evolved from a pioneering motor
coach company to a major intercity bus provider. The
company, currently headquartered in Minneapolis, serves 170
communities across 14 states. In the 1950s the bus did come
through Rosemount and it is assumed there was a stop there.

Rosemount:

Rosemount: From the River to Space
Books are available now for $30. Contact Maureen Geraghty
Bouchard at 651-423-4603 or email
rosemounthistory@charter.net.

RAHS History Book Club 2024

The RAHS history book club meets at 6:30 PM on the
second Tuesday of every month at the Robert Trail
Library, 14395 S. Robert Trail, Rosemount, MN.

The book club meetings are open to everyone. If you are
not a regular attendee, but see a book that interests you come
to the meeting. If you have not read the book you can come
just to hear the comments. Spread the word to your friends
and neighbors. Questions email rahshookclub75@gmail.com
or contact Gish Devlaminck at 651-470-8905.

RAHS Book Club 2025 Reading List
Aug 12, 2025: The Fire Is Upon Us By Nicholas Buccola
Sep 9, 2025: Untold Power By Rebecca Boggs Roberts
Oct 14, 2025: 1177 B.C. By Eric H. Cline & Glynnis Fawkes
Nov 11, 2025: Women in the Valley of Kings By Kathleen
Sheppard
Dec 9, 2025: His Majesty’s Airship By S. C. Gwynne

Artifacts Acquired

Rosemount Irish spoon
which read “Rosemount
Minnesota 1990.” It was
for no special event, just a
a Rosemount souvenier.

Match Book Covers

We are not certain where Nelson’s place was in
Rosemount, but the match book cover says Rosemount.
It may have been a business that only had this name for

a very short time.

This Matchbook Cover from Bernier Motor Co, a Chevrolet
dealer in Rosemount, MN features a 1954 Chevy.

A Look Back In History

The following articles and ads are from 125, 100 and 75 years
ago from the Dakota County Tribune with connections to the
Rosemount area. The date shown in the title is the date the
article was published in the Dakota County Tribune. The text in
italics, are comments from the RAHS Newsletter editor. If “sic”
is in a sentence that means a quoted text includes a spelling or
grammatical error from the original source.

Rosemount Area 125 Years Ago
May 4, 1900: Rosemount
The steps in front of the white church were pretty well
occupied Sunday night about 9 p. m. by some of our young
bloods. We would advise those young men to find some other
place to spend the evening with their sweethearts or they will
regret it some evening when too late.
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The dance given here on the evening of the 2d by the L.A.
of A. O. H. was not largely attended as was expected, only 65
couple(sic) being present. All had a pleasant time.

May 11, 1900: Rosemount

At a meeting of the village council held on Monday evening
it was decided that the dog ordinance be put in force this year
as dogs are getting to be quite numerous, This will either
increase the treasury fund or do away with the dogs.

June 8, 1900: Rosemount

William Diffley died at his home in Egan (sic) Town Monday
morning May 28, after an illness of over a year’s duration. He
was about 77 years old and settled in Egan Town in 1856. His
long residence here gained for him a wide acquaintance and
his noble character and exceptionally good qualities obtained
for him a host friends, who mourn his death. The funeral was
held Wednesday from the Catholic Church at Inver Grove.
Mass was celebrated by Rev. Fr. McGolerick. Deceased
leaves to mourn his loss a wife, two sons and one daughter to
whom the sympathy of the whole community is extended.

June 15, 1900 - Rosemount

This article | assume is about group of entertainers who

performed at the Rosemount opera house.

The Electric Appliance Co., No. 9, that showed in the opera
house here last week was the most interesting company of the
kind that ever visited our village. They had a large attendance
every night and their show was appreciated by all. They left
here Sunday morning for Lakeville where they will show this
week. The people here would be pleased to have them come
to our village again. The company is composed of three ladies,
two children and two gentlemen.

Rosemount Area 100 Years Ago
April 3, 1925: Horse And Rider Fall In Old Well - Emerge
Uninjured

To feel the earth give way under the feet of the horse on
which he was riding and to be plunged into a well is an
experience that Merle Dilley of near Empire does not care to
go through again.

Merle, who is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Mert Dilley, was
engaged in herding the cattle on their farm one day last week.
When one cow ran away, Merle, on horseback, dashed after
the fleeing animal and chased it to the George Balch farm just
west of the Dilley farm. As Merle was closing in on the cow in
the Balch yard, the horse suddenly plunged thru a well that
had been covered by planks and earth several days before.

Just why Merle was not injured is nothing short of a miracle.
Handicapped by his legs being paralyzed of a recent illness,
Merle found himself in an uncomfortable position, but his
courage did not fail him. He clutched the horses’ ears, pulled
himself upward until he was able to clutch other objects and

after laboring for several minutes reached the top of the pit in
safety.

Without the horse, the rider found himself hardly able to
walk. As the Balch family was not home, Merle started for
home and help. By crawling on his hands and knees and by
now and then walking until his strength gave out, Merle
reached home, fatigued.

He was concerned about his horse that cramped in the well.
He told his father of the adventure and it was at once decided
that a derrick was the machine that would release the horse
from the trap. A hoisting machine was loaned by a local
garage. By tying ropes around the horse, Mr. Dilley, aided by
neighbors and the machine, succeeded in lifting the horse to a
place of safety. Both the rider and horse were uninjured.

April 10, 1925: Want A Good Wife? Select Her May 4t

One hundred girls will compete in the county girls contest to
be held on May 4. These girls are now sewing and baking and
their will be judged at the county contest on the above date.
Seventy-three will compete in the sewing and twenty-nine will
compete in the bread baking. These girls will be competing for
the privilege of representing Dakota county in the state
contests to be held at the state fair this fall.

The place of the contest has not yet been determined but
will be soon. The following schools are enrolled: Randolph,
Rosemount;(sicc Farmington, So. St. Paul, District 75, and
District 49. There are sme(sic) other schools that are working
but not yet entered and some individual girls.

May 8, 1925: MILK CAN OF DOPE UNCOVERED BY DOGS
Officer Keeps Three Nights Vigil But Fails to Find Peddler
DOPE CAME FROM ITALY, IS BELIEF
Owner of Buried Morphine Was Still Missing Today as
Officers Search

A morphine cache containing dope about to be sold for
$50,000 was found buried in a milk can (ten gallon can) in
Dakota county Wednesday of last week.

Officer kept vigil over the cache for three nights but the
owner did not return. Up to late today no arrests were made.

The morphine was sent from Italy, it is believed.

The cache was first found by two dogs on the William
O'Neal farm north of the Lutheran church on the Jefferson
highway near Wescott. Strange barks from the dogs attracted
William O’Neal, Jr., who found the can and opened it. Federal
officers were notified and speed cop Rudolph Fischer was put
on guard to arrest the peddler when he returned. Three day’s
and night's watch failed to bring and arrest.

Federal officers said the wholesale price of the morphine
amounted to about $8,500 (Equivalent of $156,672 in 2025).but if
were sold in doses, as intended by the peddler, to would bring
about $50,000 (Equivalent of $921,603 in 2025).
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May 8, 1925: R. H. S. TO GIVE “MY UNCLE FROM INDIA”
Rosemount Seniors Offer Clever Comedy Wednesday
Eve., May 13t

The senior class of Rosemount high school will present a
four-set comedy entitled “My Uncle From India” by Harold
Sande at the Rosemount gymnasium Wednesday night, May
13 at 8:15. The play is under the direction of Miss Gladys
Schreiber, high school principal.

The Rosemount school has already established a
reputation for putting on first class plays and this year's senior
class assures the public that the play will please everyone.
Richard Marsland, a gentleman farmer...,... Vincent Corcoran
James McDonald, lately from India, with a fixed idea; Kenneth
Corcoran,

Lothair McDonald, his nephew................ Leonard Tracy
Harry Marsland, his intimate friend... Andrew McDonough
Robert Squeezemdown, lately from the Seminary ................
............................................................... John Corrigan
Ignatious Gibson, a fashionable tailor.............. Francis Mullery
Mr. Armadale, guest at Marsland’s country house. Martin Kane
Mr. Woodford, guest at Marsland’s country house
................................................................ Francis Stelter

Jeanne, Mr. Marsland’s maid..................... Genevieve Auge
Trip, a bill colleCtor........ v Earl Corcoran
A District Messenger............ccoovvveeiiiinnenn, Terrence Hynes
First Constable, ...........ccoovvviviiiiiiieieii, Eugen Husten
Second Constable, ...........cccceeeviinnrnnn Morris Uitdenbogerd
Edith Marsland, Marland’ Daughter................. Mary Corcoran
Eva Webster, her cousin ...........ccccccoviinnnns Myrtle Scripture
Mrs. Dixon, Lothair’s landlady............. Johanna Uitdenbogerd

Miss Sarah Smith, loud of Spiriituaism........ Anastasia Whalen
Synopsis of Scenes
ACT 1. Lothair's bachelor apartment in New York.
ACT 2. Garden of Marsland’s country place on Long Island.
ACT 3. Living room of Marsland’s country house
ACT 4. Same as act three. The next day

May 22, 1925: 8 Will Graduate at Rosemount

The Rosemount high school commencement exercises will
be held in Geraghty’s hall, Thursday, May 28 at 8:15 p. m.

Rev. Fr. Lawrence Carey will give the invocation and
benediction, Genevieve Auge, the valedictory, “Roads Rivers
and Harbors”, Johanna Uitdenbogerd, the salutatory, “Ships
that Come In”, Miss Gladys Scheiber will render several vocal
solos, and the principal address of the evening will be given by
Rev. Fr. Lawrence Ryan, pastor of the Cathedral in St. Paul.

Diplomas will be presented by Mr. A. J. Ward, Sr., president
of the board of education, to the following:

GENEVIEVE AUGE

MARY CORCORAN

VINCENT CORCORAN

JOHN CORRIGAN

MYRTLE SCRIPTURE

LEONARD TRACY
A. WHALEN
JOHANNA UITDENBOGERD

Class night was held Wednesday of this week and
included a banquet in honor of the seniors, faculty and Rev.
Fr. Carey, by the juniors. After a program of toasts and
music, the following program was given in the gymnasium:

Class History...........coooviieiiiiecinn, Anastasia Whalen
Class Grumbler............coooveviiiiiinnnn Vincent Corcoran
Class PoeM........ccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiics Genevieve Auge
Class Will.........ovvveeeeeiiiiiiie i Myrtle Scripture
Class Prophesy............cccceviiiiiciiiciniinns Mary Corcoran
Presentation of Gift to School..................... Leonard Tracy
Class Song.........ccccvvernen. (Composed by John Corrigan)
Presiding Officers, ....... Leonard Tracy, president of class

Rosemount Area 75 Years Ago
April 7, 1950: Rosemount Is Choral Winner

Rosemount high school choir and madrigal singers won the
District 17 music festival in the White Bear high school Friday
night

They received a “superior rating, according to the St. Paul
Dispatch, and will represent the school in the state finals. The
school soloists are Rebecca Ueland, Eloise Franzmeier,
Eugene Groth, and Carol Jorgenson. George Bussman is the
school music director.

April 7,1950: VICTORIOUS FLUEG/EL TEAM

Winners of the ladies Tuesday night bowling league were the
Fluegel, left to right: Mildred Mullery, Dori Hagemeister, Betty

Toombs, Marie Uitdenbogerd, Pink Fluegel and Rose Conniff.

April 21, 1950: Rosemount Music Dept. Enters State
Festival

Forty-two Rosemount high school music students will travel
to the Region-State Music Festival at the University of
Minnesota, Friday, April 28.

Rosemount is entering the Class C competition, under the
direction of George Bussman, music director. Rosemount
group attended state competition last year also.

The smaller groups will perform in the afternoon, while the
larger groups will give their selections in the morning.

Four soloists will be among the group which goes to the
event.
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April 21, 1950: In Broad Daylight -
CAR HITS DEER IN ROSEMOUNT BUSINESS DISTRICT
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he deer which was fatally hurt
by a car Sunday afternoon on County Road 11. It happened
half a block from the main intersection, shown background.

Billy Hyland is pictured with deer.

Patricia Gibson, Rosemount girl home from St. Catherine’s
college was playing the piano Sunday, at the Rosemount
home of her parents Mr. and Mrs. Frank Gibson. She looked
up and said “There’s a deer.”

It was broad daylight, and her sister upstairs didn’t pay
much attention. However, Patricia noticed the deer was barely
missed by a Jefferson bus on Highway 218 (now S. Robert
Trail), in the Rosemount downtown district.

The animal went westward across the highway and went
between her father's barber shop and the American Legion
club. Then it scooted out of sight.

A few seconds later a deer was hit by a car in front of the
Jule Strese residence, just west of the Hagemeister Grocery
and only half a block from the main intersection.

The badly-injured deer was shot by Billy Hyland to the put
the animal out of its misery. Driver of the car was unidentified.

Rosemount men tracked the deer, and found it had crossed
Highway 218 and then come out onto County Road 11,
between the old Hagemeister building and the Jule Strese
residence. The carcass was take to the Moeller's locker for
processing.

Game Warden Kenneth LaBoone of Hastings was notified.

The deere had almost crossed through Rosemount. It was
a rather small animal and many probably thought it was a big
dog not believing it was possible for a deer to wander through
the streets of a village on a sunny afternoon at 4:45.

See map on page 6

May 26, 1950: Rosemount

The Rosemount high school will graduate 34 seniors at
commencement exercises this year. Friday evening, June 2,
1950 at eight o’clock in the high school auditorium.

Alice Jensen is the valedictorian and Beverly Steffen is the
salutatorian.

Edward J Devitt, probate judge of Ramsey county will
deliver the commencement address. The complete program
follows.

Program

Processional Pomp and Circumstance, Elgar Carol
Jorgensen accompanist.

Invocation. Rev James Furey

Salutatory. Beverly Steffen

Triple Trio. “Bless This House” Segrel

Valedictory address. Alice Jensen

Solo. “My God and I” Segrel by Elroy Sell accompanist

Commencement Address, Edward J Devitt

Presentation of the class Supt. L. G. Baumgartner

Presentation of the Diplomas. Leo Fluegel

Solo. “The Lord's Prayer” Malott by Rebecca Ueland Carol
Jorgensen accompanist

Benediction. Rev James Furey

The class photos are below, but names are difficult to read.
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May 26, 1950: Memorial Day Rites, May 28, 30

Memorial day exercises will be held through this area,
Sunday May 28 and Tuesday May 30 (Decoration Day).
Patriotic organizations are sponsoring the programs and the
decoration of graves of service men in all the past wars. The
following exercises have been arranged:

The American Legion Post of Rosemount No. 65 will have
charge of Memorial day exercises at Rosemount and
community on Tuesday, May 30.

All veterans are asked to appear in uniform at 8:30 at the
Legion club from where they will march to the school grounds.
Here the flag raising program will be held at 9:30 a. m.

The principal address will be given by Cal Kamstad and
music will be furnished by the Rosemount high school band.

Cemeteries will be visited and graves of servicemen
decorated as follows.

St. Joseph’s at 10:30 a. m.

Lebanon at 11:00 o’clock

Hyland at 11:15

Rich Valley at 11:45

The public is cordially invited and attend sites and all of the
services.

June 16, 1950: SECOND DEER IS KILLED IN ROSEMOUNT
VILLAGE

Rosemount might well celebrate “Frontier Days.”

The second deer within the past couple of months was
fatally injured while crossing a main street there in daylight
hours.

Marvin Ratslaff attendant a the Ratslaff filling station, was
standing in the doorway of the station when he saw the
eastbound yearling buck hop across the Jack Geiger residence
and hotel, Monday at 5 p. m.

The deer came across the Highway 218 like a shot; it nearly
cleared the pavement, but a hit-run truck broke both the deer’s
hand legs.

Marvin dragged the deer off the highway. It was bled and
taken to the Albright locker plant. Game Warden LaBoon of
Hasting was notified.

The deer was hit within two blocks of where another deer
was hit early this year.

Marvin Ratslaff said when he live on the farm west of town

it was not uncommon to see herds of 13-14 deer at a time. The
Crystal Lake area is ideal for the propagation of deer.
_ e 4o ]
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1949 Map of Rosemount area. The Village of Rosemount is in
the black box square. High 218 is now S. Robert Trail.

June 23, 1950: Rosemount Area Favors School
Reorganization

By a vote of 254 to 7 in the Urban area, and 300 to 186 in
the rural sections the Rosemount school merger became
effective by quite large margins, Monday night.

Thus the Rosemount proposed area, consisting of
Independent District 19 at Rosemount, and 16 small surround
districts or parts of districts became merged into one large
district.

As soon as the report of the election was filed with the
county auditor, all the board in the new district were declared
dissolved, and the business of the district was temporarily
placed in the hands of the County Supt. of Schools Angeline
Hiniker.

The next step will be the opening of the filing for election of
the new six-member-at-large board. Two will be elected for
one year, two for two and two for three years. The opening and
closing for filing will be announced by Miss Hiniker.
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